GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
JULY 2005 No 2
 

Welcome to Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  

 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter

It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

 

You can also read this newsletter and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html

 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au

 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
A New Phone Number
Gifted Resources Office at The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College now has a phone. It is (03) 9724 2000 Extension 396
 

A New ABN  Apparently Gifted Resources had been allocated the wrong type of Tax File No and ABN so they have been changed.

Our new ABN is 361 38819595

 

A busy time for The Centre for the Exceptional Learner
Jullianne Brookman, the Learning Needs co-ordinator for Luther College presented an excellent paper about Creativity at the recent conference of the Victorian Association for the Teaching of English

I spoke to Box Hill High School gifted program parents' support group and will be travelling to Warrnambool to facilitate a Film Discussion on the film Little Man Tate for the GEMM program 13-14 August. I am also looking forward to seeing the whales!

The Centre will be the venue for this term's meeting of the M.G.C.P.A. Committee and next month's Wise Ones teachers' meeting.

There will be one more talk in the series presented by Lesley Sword on Friday 26 August and future film discussions to be facilitated by Shaun Hately and Kim Edwards are being prepared.

Gifted Resources will be part of the next Starjump Visual Spatial Learners Intensive program which will be held 19-21 September at Brighton Grammar. Details and registration form will soon be on the Starjump website.

 

Updating the Info Pack
It is time to compile a new set of the Gifted Resources Information Pack as we have run out of some of the brochures and flyers and some of the information is now outdated.

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/infopacks.html
If you would like your brochures, flyers, business cards or articles to be included in the Information Pack or available to be collected by visitors to Gifted Resources Office please could you send 50-100 copies to our postal address Gifted Resources 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North, Victoria 3136

If you have a website or have your information in digital format please could you email the details to giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

 

School Information needed
I have a couple of tubs of brochures and other information from all types of schools - Independent, SEALP, government primary and secondary schools etc. Most of these I have collected at Schools Expos and Gifted Conferences.

I would love to receive updated information from schools particularly imformation about gifted programs, programs for gifted students with learning difficulties and programs for visual spatial learners.

Please can you post or email the information to me at the addresses below.

 

Thank you so much to all the people who send me news of events and speakers and great websites.

 

Updates to Gifted Resources website and related websites
Additions to the website for The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/cellc/web/index.html
Additions to the Visual Spatial Learners 3 Day Intensive workshop website

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/vsl3di/web/index.html
A link to my own personal corner of the web

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jotoo/web/index.html 
 

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:
 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on 3 August, 

7 September, 5 October  2005

Unfortunately it is nedessary to reschedule
Guest Speaker Lesley Sword "Normal for Gifted -  Emotional sensitivity and Intensity"

which was to have been on Tuesday 2 August 7.30 pm at the Ringwood Room, Ringwood Library

Lesley will now probably be speaking during September 

Judy Parker will be presenting the sequel to her talk on Advocacy in Term 4.

For further information about any of these activities contact Jennifer Grant on (03) 97794218 or email ijgrant@optusnet.com.au

or Louise Howe on (03) 9801 2912 or email louise_h@tpg.com.au

 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 

Sharing Resources
Tuesday 2 August 8.00pm

Coffee and chat at Maria's house

Please bring details of activities, competitions, events etc to share

Contact Maria on (03) 9585 0325

Presentation
Lesley Sword 'Understanding giftedness - Emotional Intensity and Sensitivity'
Wednesday 31 August 7.45 pm

Southern Community Church of Christ Worship Centre

Cnr Chesterville Rd and Pine St

Cheltenham (Melway ref. 86 J1)

For full details contact Maria (03) 9585 0325 or Carolyn (03) 9576 5137

Bowling for teenagers
Sunday 14 August 2.00pm

Moorabbin Bowl

Contact Sharni (03) 9576 9407

Discussion Night - "Flying sparks" - Sensitive children and how to cope
Monday 5 September 8.00pm

For full details contact Sharni (03) 9576 9407

 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm

Contact Julie 9895 2680

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Libby on 9592 4515

 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
Secretary; Angela Shlansky

Ph 03) 55629956

ashlansk@bigpond.net.au  

13 August Gifted Resources Film Discussion 'Little Man Tate' 
Warrnambool College 1.00 pm Facilitator : Jo Freitag

14 August  GEMM Program A full day of multiple workshops to extend and challenge! Robotics, forensic science, debating, art, group writing, political workshop, calligraphy, shorthand, chess, music, maths extension
There will also be sessions for parents and an Expo of Gifted Services in Victoria and extension opportunies in the Warrnambool area
For full details of GEMM Program and the Film Discussion contact
Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Angela Shalansky 03 55629956

 

September 20th SWAM will be visiting the new courthouse in Warrnambool while in session. 
 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone  0402 056 140

Email info@vagtc.asn.au
 

Back issues of  VAGTC Vision journal

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/newsletter.htm
 

CHIP
PHIPPs (Professionally Hosted Interactive Parenting Programs) in 2005 
PHIPPs are open to anyone: parents, teachers, members/non-members, regular CHIP families or people meeting us for the first time. Dr Glenison Alsop (Head of Counselling at The CHIP Centre, Melbourne) will return as host of five PHIPPs sessions in 2005.

Tuesday 2 August - From toddlers to teenagers Part 1
Tuesday 4 October - From toddlers to teenagers Part 2
All PHIPPs held from 7:30 ? 10:00pm at The CHIP Centre, 3 The Avenue, Windsor (inside Stonnington PS). For more information or to book in, please phone 9533 2881 or email melissa@chip.edu.au
 

CHIP Centre Geelong 
Parent Information Evening  FAQs
How I can help my CHIP at home
Presenter: Dr Gail Byrne

Psychologist and CHIP Foundation Board Member.
Thursday 4th August, 2005
Matthew Flinders School
Brownbill
Cnr Fenwick and Little Myers Sts
RSVP: 52771361 or  0407320043

Cost: $10

 

CHIP at Billanook College
Wednesdaysxml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" / 

July 20 & 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 7 4.00-6.00 pm

Maths Minds and English Allstars

Non members: All children $195 each

Billanook Students/Members: 1 child $175, 2 children $170 each, 3 + children $165 each

Contact the Dimensions Co-ordinator Emma Cornish for more information.  

Telephone: 9724 1158 or email emmacornish@billanook.vic.edu.au 

Dimensions Parents Forum 
11 August 

How can I support the emotional needs of my gifted child? A practical, hands-on forum presented by rachel Alway School Counsellor  

13 October 

Discerning use of the Internet - self directed learning  with Helen Boyle and Hilary Hall

 

TOP BANANAS EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS FOR HIGHLY ABLE AND PASSIONATE STUDENTS 3 TERM 2005
Top Bananas programs for highly able and passionate students for Term 3 will be held at Boronia Heights Primary School, Landscape Drive Boronia Program costs are $45 for 4 weeks of 2 hours each, except for two programs which are $50 to cover materials. 

If you would like your child or student to participate in one or more of the programs offered please contact the Extension and Enrichment Co-ordinator at your school or book via email at sems@alphalink.com.au . If you would like more information or are unable to book on-line then telephone Boronia Heights Top Bananas direct on 9729 7579.Christine Lee-Archer  Co-ordinator.

 

Write On! Zany Writers Workshop 

Presenter Leanne Glascott
Do you have a weird sense of humour? Do you have a wild imagination and a love for reading and writing? Then come and let out your creativity in these workshops. We will explore various forms of writing/poems/rhymes, indulge in a little drama and experiment and produce many different types of writing.

Years: 3 and 4

Dates: Tuesdays 26th July, 2nd, 9th & 16th August Time: 11:30-1:30 Cost: $45

 

Away with Words

Presenter Deb Andrews 

This workshop gives students the opportunity to create their own characters and develop storylines. They will produce two original stories and complete several challenging and fun language activities. 

Years: 1 and 2

Dates: Monday 25th July, 1st, 8th, 15th August Time: 11:30-1:30 Cost: $45

 

Looking at Literature-The shrinking of Treehorn

Presenter Deb Andrews 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to discover you were shrinking? Even if you haven?t, join Treehorn in his quest to grow in a world that appears not to notice his problem. This workshop is for those who love literature and will love reading the delightfully whimsically story of Treehorn. Students will produce a board game during these activities.

Years: 3 and 4

Dates: Monday 25th July, 1st, 8th, 15th August Time: 9:00-11:00 Cost: $45

 

Sleuths on the scene

Presenter Vicki Field
Detective Jones finds Paul and Mary deceased on the kitchen floor surrounded by broken glass and water. There is no blood, poison or signs of a struggle. How did they die?

Do you enjoy a challenge? How good a detective are you? In this activity-based unit you will have an opportunity to exercise your sleuthing skills using creative problem solving and investigate forensic techniques used on clues left at the crime scene. Practical activities will cover identification of ?prints? (including fingerprints, tyre prints and lip prints) as well as fibre identification and ink detection. We will also investigate the basics of code breaking.

Years: 5 and 6

Dates: Friday 29th July, 5th, 12th &19th August Time: 9:00-11:00 Cost: $50 (to cover the cost of materials)

Crime scene investigations

Presenter Vicki Field

A deceased man is discovered sitting at his desk in a locked office on the 10th floor. There is an envelope containing a cheque for $10,000 on the desk in front of him. How did he die?

Do you enjoy a challenge? How good a detective are you? In this activity-based unit you will have an opportunity to exercise your sleuthing skills using creative problem solving and investigate forensic techniques used on clues left at the crime scene. Practical activities will cover identification of ?prints? (including fingerprints, tyre prints, lip prints, bloodstains, oil prints and glass prints) as well as soil sampling, fibre identification and DNA detection.

Years: 3 and 4

Dates: Friday 29th July, 5th, 12th &19th August Time: 11:30-1:30  Cost: $50 (to cover the cost of materials)

Chess

Presenter Vicki Field

During these one and a half hour sessions learn strategies and problems solving skills through the fun game of chess. There will be classes available to beginners, right through to advanced. Years: 1 to 6

Time: 11:30-1:00 Beginners

Time: 9:30-11:00 Experienced

Dates: Thursdays 28th July, 4th, 11th, &18th August Cost: $40

A Journey Through The Solar System Presenter Jane Grano

Take an imaginary journey through the neighbourhood of our very own Earth. Here you will encounter the strange worlds of giant gas planets, a planet with butterscotch skies, a toxic inferno and another where its day is longer than its year. Why is our sun a star and why does the moon change shape in the sky? In this unit you will discover the nine planets and make a mobile of our solar system. 

Years: 1 and 2 

Dates: Wednesday 27th July, 3rd, 10th, 17th, August  Time: 11:30-1:30 Cost: $45

 

Time to Argue 2 

Presenter Jane Grano

What makes a good argument? How can I be more persuasive? Gain confidence in speaking before a group through a series of role plays and related activities designed to sharpen your argumentative skills. 

Years: 3 and 4

Dates: Wednesday 27th July, 3rd, 10th, 17th, August Time: 9:00-11:00 Cost: $45

 

ASPERGER SYNDROME SUPPORT NETWORK VIC INC.
Teachers Professional Development Day Saturday 10th September 2005
Introduction to Asperger Syndrome and classroom strategies.
Learn about: Asperger Syndrome ? an overview
Learning styles of children with AS
Strategies for supporting social communication, behavioural and learning needs in classroom and playground context.
Presenters - Ms Val Gill - Principal of Western Autistic School - Ms Mary Simson ? Co-ordinator of adolescent programs
Val has been involved in the establishment of educational services and in the direct teaching of students with an Autism Spectrum Disorder for over 20 years.
She has had wide experience in addressing the issues and challenges of establishing and providing a range of educational and consultative services for these students.
Mary coordinated the first program for adolescent students established at Western Autistic School. She has had many years of hands on experience with a wide range of students with ASD. She is currently the outreach consultant for secondary colleges, and provides advice and support to parents, teachers and students involved in transition to secondary education.
DATE: Saturday 10th September 2005TIME: 1:30pm to 3:30pm

VENUE: St Timothy's Hall, Stevens St, Forest Hill. 

COST: $25 per head, afternoon tea included

Post: 54 Railway Rd, Blackburn, Vic 3130

Email: assnvic@mssociety.com.au 

Phone (03) 9845 2766

Web: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~asperger/ 

VICGIFTED 
A new list for parents and friends of intellectually gifted people in Victoria Australia to share their dreams, brags, fears, troubles & resources. If you are a parent who is not sure whether your child is officially 'gifted' come and visit anyway! 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/vicgifted/?yguid=209385089
 

 

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, P.D.  AND EVENTS IN 2005
 

GIFTED CHILD 2005
16th Biennial World Conference New Orleans
Hyatt Regency New orleans at the Louisiana Superdome

August 6-10 2005  (Note change of date)*****
Celebrating Les Enfants Surdoues du Monde

Early Bird Registration by April 20, 2005

www.WorldGifted.org

e-mail : WorldGT@earthlink.net 

The website address is http://www.worldgifted.org/xconf.htm 

and the registration form is at http://www.worldgifted.org/reg05.pdf

For further information, contact:
World Council for Gifted and Talented Children
18401 Hiawatha Street
Northridge, CA 91326 USA
Tel: 818-368-7501, Fax: 818-368-2163, e-mail 

 

A Comparison of Assessment Techniques in the Identification of Gifted Learners 
A Symposium for the World Council for Gifted Children
Special Registration Fee: $100 to attend the Symposium 
 

On Sunday, August 7th, the World Council for Gifted Children will host a symposium on assessment of the gifted from 10:30 AM to 4:45 PM in New Orleans. The symposium will evaluate the latest assessment techniques in the identification of gifted learners. Organized by Richard A. Boolootian and Linda Silverman, speakers also include Dawn Flanagan, John Wasserman, Annemarie Roeper, R. Frank Falk, Deirdre V. Lovecky, Kathi Kearney, Bobbie Gilman and John Thomas West. Beginning with an overview of the complexity of assessing gifted children with the new instruments, presenters will then discuss the use of the fourth edition of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC-IV), the new General Ability Index, research with gifted children on different versions of the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale and the WISC-IV, the utility of nonverbal measures and the effectiveness of qualitative assessment.

All of the major IQ tests used to select gifted students have been completely reformulated in the last two years. The scores they generate are not comparable to scores derived from previous versions. Therefore, it is essential for all personnel who rely on intelligence tests to understand how to interpret information from these new instruments. 

We are currently in a transition phase, using a whole new series of tests and trying to find what works, and which segments to use to satisfy a range of needs. There have been both improvements and losses for gifted students. Test ceilings have been extended, which enables gifted learners to demonstrate more of their knowledge, but scoring protocols do not reflect this higher performance. The new tests provide better assessments of visual-spatial abilities; however, the increased emphasis on processing skills lowers scores. 

The new General Ability Index (GAI) of the WISC-IV generates a reasoning score for gifted children, especially those with learning disabilities, that is not depressed by working memory and processing speed. The GAI is in wide use in the United States, but is not yet known in other countries.

The symposium will address: 

Appropriate use and interpretation of different IQ tests

Strengths and weaknesses of various tests

Performance of children in different ranges of giftedness on different instruments (i.e., gifted, highly gifted, exceptionally gifted, profoundly gifted); 

Which tests or parts of tests to use for which purposes

Assessment of gifted children with learning disabilities

Where do we go from here? Qualitative Assessment of the gifted

The Symposium is important for program coordinators, psychological examiners, teachers, policy makers and parents throughout the globe to become knowledgeable about the interpretation of new assessment tools. Arrangements have been made to publish the results of the symposium as a book.

The World Council is offering a one-day registration fee of $100 for those who only wish to attend the Symposium. The regular on-site registration fee is $450.

Location:

Hyatt Regency New Orleans

Poydras Plaza at Loyola Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70113-1805

(504) 587-1234

(504) 587-4141 FaxTo register, contact World Council for Gifted and Talented Children at www.worldgifted.org. Call the Hyatt Regency for hotel accommodations.

GIFTEDNESS AND THE BRAIN
Educating children of high intelligence
School of Education, Faculty of Education, La Trobe University Bendigo campus

Friday 25 and Saturday 26 November, 2005

For full details contact Pam Lyons p.lyons@latrobe.edu.au 

phone office (03) 5444 7441 or 0421 643 478

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren/conference.html
 

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE
The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA.  More information will be available on the AAEGT website www.aaegt.net.au later this year.

 

SQUEAK E-TOY - a review from Carolyn Rutter in Tasmania
I must commend to you all this this wonderful toy, oops I mean interactive learning tool, if you've not heard of it. Needs a no drama plugin. I have been digging about the net again  and came across it through NASA connect. 
http://www.pcs.cnu.edu/%7Ercaton/SqIndex/squeakindex.html  with Squeak Etoys 

param Times smaller smaller smaller smaller In the recent film on Squeak in schools entitled color param 0000,0000,FFFD Squeakers /color , kids in fifth and sixth grade learn to simulate gravity and use differential equations in a context much different from most math taught today. /smaller /smaller /smaller /smaller /fontfamily 

Squeakland run a summer camp in Champaign Il. for 8-15 yo 
http://www.squeakland.org/images/news/html/comp_camp_illinois.htm
fontfamily param Times smaller smaller smaller smaller This summer twenty-five Champaign area students participated in the first annual CompCamp. This camp was designed to teach Squeak basics and show ways to model ideas in math and science using Squeak as a tool. Each day a new Squeak tool was introduced and related to an in-class science or math activity. Their Squeak projects reflected the varying measures of logic, knowledge, and creativity to be found in any group of children age 8 through 15. 

Monday the topic was astronomy. By the end of two hours, solar systems had planets spinning around the sun. By Friday, students were using Squeak to model Shoemaker-Levy Comet breaking up on Jupiter and a black hole pulling planets into its maw. The students were empowered when they set the planets in orbit and made them move. 
/smaller /smaller /smaller /smaller /fontfamily cheers,
Carolyn

 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
 

Synesthesia
http://www.mixsig.net/ 

http://psyche.csse.monash.edu.au/v2/psyche-2-10-cytowic.html 

http://web.mit.edu/synesthesia/www/synesthesia.html 

Interview in NPR's series about science and art. 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4602748
http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/syne.html 

http://www.lunarium.net/synesthesia/syn1.htm 

Dr Fernette Eide Blog

http://eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/2005/02/autism-imagery-synesthesia-and-genius.html 

 

Opening all options - going to univeristy with a Leaning Disability

http://services.admin.utas.edu.au/options/site_map.htm
 

For the geek who has everything.
http://www.thinkgeek.com/stuff/41/ezbake.shtml
 

What's New for a complete listing of all the new additions to Hoagies' Gifted Education Page.

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/whats_new.htm 

 

NRC/GT Research - Distinguishing myths from realities

http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~nrcgt/news/winter98/wintr983.html
 

Wikipedia Visual thinking

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_thinking
 

Sudoku 

http://www.sudoku.com/

 

The Bureau of Missing Socks

http://www.funbureau.com/
 

Sandra Kaplan Depth and Complexity

http://www.performancestandards.org/nu_upload/Section7%20Grade4%2018Jan2005.doc
Kaplan Depth and Complexity icon cards

http://www.ed2ed.com/icon.html
http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~nrcgt/confra/cnews992.html
 

DNA and Intelligence SMH article

 http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/differences-in-intelligence-linked-to-two-dna-regions/2005/07/24/1122143730144.html
The Mathematical Association of Victoria

http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/curres/index.html
 

Victorian Association for the Teaching of English

http://www.vate.org.au/
 

Science Teachers Association of Victoria

http://www.stav.vic.edu.au/home
 

Chandra X-ray Observatory

http://chandra.harvard.edu/
 

Australian Children's Television Foundation teaching materials

http://www.actf.com.au/learning_centre/teaching_materials.htm
Australian Children's Television Foundation  bibliographies

http://www.actf.com.au/resource_centre/bibliographies.htm
 

Teaching, learning and technology - capturing the opportunity for customised learner-centred instruction by Cathy Brown

http://www.virtualteacher.com.au/ies.html
Virtual Teacher Teacher Tools

http://www.virtualteacher.com.au/teachtool.html
 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

 

Kind regards,  Jo Freitag

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College

Plymouth Road

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396

Postal
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9727 4662

Mobile 0416 739 233

Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html   
Email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Email newsletter : gifres@virtual.net.au 

MC2 email jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au 

