GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2005 NO 2 

Welcome to Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter 

Very recently we had problems with a new trojan which was not picked up and removed by our security system. We have upgraded our security and sincerely hope that all is well now. 

As new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time it is very important to have your security systems up to date. 

You can also read this newsletter and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/cmt/shared_files/index.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

'The Centre for the Exceptional Learner' Luther College 
On Thursday (11th Feb) Gifted Resources moved to rooms in The Centre for the Exceptional Learnier atLuther College which is located in what was previously the Boarding Cottages on Plymouth Rd Croydon. Our postal address of 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North Vic 3136 and phone/fax of (03) 9727 4662 will still be valid and I will notify any additional contact details later. 

I also have a mobile number now : 0416 739 233 

The Thread Project 

http://www.threadproject.com/asp/default.asp 

Last Year Gifted Resources participated in the 1.5 Million Butterflies Project. 

This year we will be participating in The Thread Project. 

From the home page :
Become part of this amazing cloth. Join thousands of people from around 
the world by sending a piece of ribbon, hemp, string, or other fiber to The
Thread Project: One World, One Cloth. The individual threads are being 
tied together and woven into seven world cloths-the first of which is called
"Hope Materializing." These cloths celebrate the boldness of our cultural
diversity and the unity of our human hearts. Resembling large wall
tapestries, these cloths will hang in nations throughout the world,
reminding people that we are, ultimately, a global family of one." 

So we would be delighted to receive threads from our newsletter readers and their networks and we will pack up balls and send them in to the project. The suggested length for each thread is between 12 to 72 inches. Any and all threads are welcome. You may want to select a thread that carries special meaning. Ribbons from baby booties, wedding bibles, wedding pillows, stuffed animals, and christening gowns already have been tied on. You may wish to send a particular piece of lace or twine. Some have cut an inch-wide strip from a special article of cloth or clothing. Family, friends and couples have joined or braided threads together as one. 

Please post them to 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North Vic. 3136 


mc2 My Connected Community site for Gifted Resources http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/index.html 

and Gifted Resources Homepage http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html 

I intend to utilise this Community site and homepage more this year and have expanded the website a great deal in the last few days. The mc2webpage generator is very easy to use and I am having a lot of fun with it. I plan to go to a training session in April to learn more about it. 

Please drop in for a visit and sign the guest book - there is a forum, events calendar and poll facilities and a place for shared files where I will archive Gifted Resources Newsletters so that people can look back through past editions. You can read without becoming a member and logging in but some features can only be used by members (no cost involved in becoming a member) 

Gifted Homeschoolers Group 

There has been some interest in the idea of a Gifted Homeschoolers Group which would meet once a month at Gifted Resources in Melbourne. If you would be interested in joining such a group please could you email Jo at giftedresources@virtual.net.au or phone Jo on (03)9727 4662 

The Age 05.03.05 
The (Melbourne) Age, Insight, 5th March 2005, p.3 
Bright sparks turning ideas into connections
By Roslyn Guy 

The (Melbourne) Age, Insight, 5th March 2005, p.3 
SEAL performs but not all applaud
Special classes for bright students, known as SEAL programs, can 
work but remain controversial, writes Roslyn Guy. 

These two articles are online.
http://theage.com.au/articles/2005/03/04/1109700674071.html 


http://theage.com.au/news/National/Bright-sparks-turning-ideas-into-connections/2005/03/04/1109700674074.html
The (Melbourne) Age, Good Weekend, 5th March 2005, pp22-29
Who's a clever kid, then?
Are children getting smarter, or do ambitious parents and some experts just believe so? 

If we *are* producing more budding geniuses, should they be hothoused or lumped in with the rest? Jane Cadzow ventures into the world of the gifted and talented.

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars: 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC.
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on 6 April, 4 May, 1 June 2005 

Chat evenings at Andrea Butchard's home 29 March, 26 April, 24 May, 28 June 2005 

Guest speaker Psychologist Judy Parker "Advocating for your gifted child" 

Tuesday 19 April 2005 7.30 pm 

Venue : The Glen Frost Room, Croydon Library, Croydon 

For further information on any of these events contact Jennifer Grant (03) 9779 4218 or Louise Howe (03) 9801 2912 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 

Drama Workshops for Children 9 years and up 

Saturdays during term time 

12.15 - 2.00pm 

Contact Jason 9587 9535 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9895 2680 

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Libby on 9592 4515 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 

Secretary; Angela Shlansky

Ph 03) 55629956

ashlansk@bigpond.net.au 

President; Carolyn Jennings

P.O. Box 631 

Phone: (03) 55620915

Warrnambool 3280

E-mail: cpjen@bigpond.com
Coming events :

Parent meeting Monday 21-03-05 at 7.30 pm 

Logan's Café, Koroit Street Warrnambool 

Games – To be advised due to venue issues 

Tour 3YB

Aquaculture at Deakin

Hendre Roelink 

G.E.M.M. (mid year)

QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN
2005 INFORMATION NIGHTS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS
Date :Tue 12 April 
Speaker : Mr Ken Imison, Education Consultant
Topic : Nurturing Not Neglecting Gifted Students
Date :Tue 26 April 
Speaker :Ms Julie O'Neill, Psychologist
Topic: Parenting With Emotional Intelligence

Meetings start at 7 pm at Matthew Flinders Anglican College, Stringybark Road, Buderim.
Go in the main entrance, park in the top carpark and head to the right to the Lecture Theatre.
Cost $5.00. Refreshments will be served.
Bookings essential, call Lisa ph: 5492 8683 or E-mail Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

or Nicole ph: 5478 8962 or E-mail nicole_lass@hotmail.com
Mr Ken Imison, a higly experienced Education Consultant, will be on the 
Sunshine Coast from 9-16 April, conducting Structure of Intellect 
Assessments.He can be contacted for appointments on ph(07) 4630 8889, E-mail kimison@ozemail.com.au 

RESOURCES FOR VISUAL SPATIAL LEARNERS 
For some reading in preparation for the Dr. Linda Silverman and Alexandra Golon workshops I have uploaded a collection of Resources for Visual Spatial Learners to the shared files section of Gifted Resources mc2 Community. See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/cmt/shared_files/index.html
CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, P.D. AND EVENTS IN 2005 

Dr LINDA KREGER SILVERMAN and ALEXANDRA GOLON 
VISUAL SPATIAL LEARNERS WORKSHOPS
Dr LINDA KREGER SILVERMAN and ALEXANDRA GOLON 
http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/

HYPERLINK "http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/" \l "contact"
http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/ - contact 

http://www.starjump.com.au/starjump.htm 

Presented by Starjump Visual Spatial Learners and Gifted Resources 
Venue : Eden on the Park 6 Queens Rd Melbourne Victoria
http://www.edenonthepark.com.au 

Monday March 21, 2005 7.00 - 9.00 pm Evening for parents with Alexandra Golon

Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids:

Successfully Parenting Your Visual-Spatial Child

Do you have visual-spatial children? Do they solve problems in unusual ways? Do they think in pictures rather than in words? If so, they are not alone. At least one-third of the population thinks in images.

These are children who would rather spend the day with a new box of LEGOsTMthan do nearly anything else in the world. Kids who can get so absorbed in creative play, they lose all sense of time. Children who find joy and appreciation in watching the bugs in the grass and don’t need to seek outside stimulation from video games or TV—excitement is all around them!

Often labeled unorganized, unfocused, poor spellers or worse, these topsy-turvy kids can be equal parts pleasure and frustration to raise. Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids includes stories from families across the country with anecdotes about identifying, nurturing, parenting and teaching these remarkable children. Children who share a state of being utterly unpredictable, totally out-of-sync with their age peers, blissfully unaware of time ...topsy-turvy!


Alexandra "Allie" Golonis Marketing Director for the Institute for the Study of Advanced Development, and its subsidiaries, the Gifted Development Center and the Visual-Spatial Resource. She coordinates the Gifted Development Center Speakers’ Bureau and serves as Executive Assistant to Linda Silverman. As a founding member of the Visual-Spatial Resource Access Team, a former G/T teacher and homeschooling parent to two exceptionally gifted visual-spatial learners, Allie brings a wealth of experience to her book,Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids: Successfully Parenting Your Visual-Spatial Child. Allie has been invited to present on homeschooling issues and on parenting visual-spatial learners at state, national and international venues.

Cost : $75.00

Tuesday March 22, 2005 9.00 am - 4.00 pm Whole day workshop for teachers with Dr Linda Kreger Silverman

Upside-down brilliance : the visual-spatial learner

Most people think in words; however, one-third of the student body thinks in images, and this percentage is growing. School was designed for auditory-sequential, left-hemispheric students who process in words. High achievers are advanced in reading, writing, spelling, calculation and memorization, and perform well under timed conditions. Visual-spatial learners are gifted in right-hemispheric abilities, such as imagination, visualization, intuitive knowledge, multi-dimensional perception, science and technology, holistic thinking, creativity, artistic expression (music, dance, art, drama), and emotional responsiveness. These gifts are vital to employment in the 21stcentury and need to be nurtured. Specific strategies for identifying and teaching visual-spatial learners have been drawn from the new book,Upside-Down Brilliance: The Visual-Spatial Learner.

Linda Kreger Silverman, Ph.D., is a licensed psychologist. She directs the Institute for the Study of Advanced Development, and its subsidiaries, the Gifted Development Center (www.gifteddevelopment.com), and Visual-Spatial Resource (www.visualspatial.org), in Denver, Colorado. Over 4,500 children have been assessed at the Gifted Development Center in the last 25 years. Her Ph.D. is in educational psychology and special education from the University of Southern California. For nine years, she served on the faculty of the University of Denver in counseling psychology and gifted education. Her textbook,Counseling the Gifted and Talented(Love: 1993), is the most popular text in this area; it has been adopted at more than 50 colleges and universities. Her new book,Upside-Down Brilliance: The Visual-Spatial Learner, was released November, 2002. She founded the only journal on adult giftedness,Advanced Development. Currently, she is conducting research on profoundly gifted children, the visual-spatial learner, comparative assessment of the gifted on different instruments, the effects of vision therapy and introversion. Linda has been studying the assessment, psychology and education of the gifted since 1961 and she has written over 300 articles, chapters and books in this field.

Cost : $150.00 

Registration form 

http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/Registration.pdf
To express interest contact Maxine Cowie of Starjump Phone (03) 9596 8288

E-mailMaxine@starjump.com.au 

CAULFIELD GRAMMAR SCHOOL - PROGRAMMING FOR GIFTED STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS
Judy Parker
Australian Institute of Management 181 Fitzroy St St Kilda

Monday 4th April 2005 9.30am - 3.30 pm

For registration details see

http://www.caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au/downloads/pro_dev/term_one_05/9GiftedStudents.pdf
GIFTED STUDENTS : GIFTED LEADERS 
Susan Knopfelmacher of The MacRobertson Girls High School
Special Wednesday Evening Workshop May 11 2005 5.00 - 7.30 pm

Venue : Krongold Centre Faculty of Education Monash University Clayton Campus

Cost : $120 .00 per person for the two workshops ($110.00 per person if more than one from same school)

In these workshops teachers will explore educational environments which create maximum opportunities for the flowering of leadership potential in gifted and talented students. By drawing on contemporary research into leadership and giftedness and the idea of the school as a learning community, the Workshops will explore conceptions of leadership and characteristics of effective leaders. In the light of some key intellectual and emotional characteristics of gifted and talented students which lend themselves to aspects of creative problem solving and altruistic behaviour. moral/ethical dimensionsof effective leadership and intellectual character development will be explored - by examining the writings of, among others, Dabrowski, Kohlberg, Covey andGoleman.On a practical note the sessions will investigate ways in which schools cancreate opportunities for developing gifted student leadersthrough current school programs, curriculum initiatives, individual self-assessment and ongoing workshop activities - including student 'Action Journals'.

Enquiries : Leonie Kronborg - Co-ordinator of Postgraduate Courses in Gifted Education & Gifted Programs Phone (03) 9905 5690 Fax : 9905 5127 E-mail : Leonie.Kronborg@Education.monash.edu.au 

12th INTERNATIONAL THINKING CONFERENCE 
Melbourne Exhibition and Conference Centre

July 4-8. 2005 

Leading thinkers from a diverse range of fields will include: Peter Senge, Susan Greenfield, Edward de Bono, Carlina Rinaldi, David Perkins, Eulalia Bosch, Peter Draper, Di Fleming, Guy Claxton, Art Costa, John Edwards, Paul MacCready, Rita Reichman, Peter Doherty, Ruby Payne, Jeffrey Rosenfeld, Christine Nixon, Martin Delatycki, Rachelle Buchbinder, Frederick Mendelsohn, Jim Stynes and many more outstanding local and international presenters 

For further information and enquries email mail@thinkingconference.com or contact the conference organisers, ETM Travel: 

Conference Secretariat ETM Travel Pty Ltd 
PO Box 3133, Prahran, Victoria, Australia, 3181 
T: 61 3 9521 5355 
F: 61 3 9521 5755 
E: icot@etmtravel.com.au 

http://www.thinkingconference.com/index2.html 

GIFTED CHILD 2005 

16th Biennial World Conference New Orleans 

Hyatt Regency New orleans at the Louisiana Superdome 

August 3-7 2005 

Celebrating Les Enfants Surdoues du Monde 

Early Bird Registration by April 20, 2005 

www.WorldGifted.org 

e-mail : WorldGT@earthlink.net 

For further information, contact:
World Council for Gifted and Talented Children
18401 Hiawatha Street
Northridge, CA 91326 USA
Tel: 818-368-7501, Fax: 818-368-2163, e-mail 

APTS and ASSETS Talent searches 

The Australian Primary Talent Search (APTS) and The Australian Secondary Schools Educational Talent Search (ASSETS) are testing programs for academically gifted school students in Years 3-9, initiated by the Gifted Education Research, Resource and Information Centre (GERRIC) at The University of New South Wales, in association with the Belin-Blank International Centre for Gifted Education and Talent Development at The University of Iowa. 

APTS & ASSETS 2005 will take place on the morning of Saturday, 21st May, 2005 at a number of centres across Australia. 

Registration for APTS and ASSETS 2005 is now open. 

http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/stdt_apts.html 

Mindful! Term 2 

Due to the success of the 2e group in first term I will be offering 2e on Tuesday mornings from 9-12 and then on Tuesday afternoons from 1-4. The aim of the group is to work in conjunction with the child’s class teacher on academic and emotional skills that need developing. 

The child, who struggles in school because of being twice exceptional, gifted + something eg a learning disability, Asperger’s Syndrome, Dyslexia, slow to write, physical problems, emotional problems, is vulnerable to having the gifted component of their being totally ignored. When the disability is seen, or is hidden due to the child’s ability to manage and achieve at an average level, giftedness becomes a negated emotional burden for the child and the parents. Convincing the teachers that this child has abilities is often a long hard struggle. 

With support from me, parents and the other children the 2e attendees receive validation for their giftedness, slowly increase their academic competence, learn emotional self control, discover an atmosphere free of competition and time constraints and generally have fun whilst learning. Note: there are only four places per group.

2e: Tuesdays 26/4 – 14/6 from 9:00 - 12:00 Cost $300.

Tuesdays 26/4 – 14/6 from 1:00 - 4:00 Cost $300. 

junior youth group (prep to gr 5): 9/5 - 13/6 from 4:00 – 6:00 Cost $70. This term every week we will be creating something edible and eating it, so I need to know about allergies please! Only 12 children will be enrolled due to limit on space in kitchen. First come first served, but please consider the size of your child, some are too small to see over the work surfaces!

tweenies (grades 6,7,8): 9/5 - 13/6 from 6:15 – 8:15 Cost $60. For this age child it is not the activity that counts but the space to talk with like minds, so activities will encourage thinking and talking.

‘oldies’ student group (grades 8+): the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month in term time from 7:30 to 9:30 Cost $50. Fun and challenges for older students.

craft nights: the 1st Friday of each month from 6:30 to 8:00 Cost $5 per child

warhammer, DBA nights (by invitation only): the 3rd Friday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 Cost $8 per child.

drop in: 2nd Wednesdays from 9:00-11:00. Cost $1 per cuppa.

Anne Jackson Mindful! 381 Burwood Hwy Burwood Vic 3125 

Phone (03) 9808 1460 Email : AJxn@bigpond.com 

From Rachael Taylor and Anne Jackson

Spring 2005 ‘Gifted Get-Together’

Here is your chance to ‘get together’ with other ‘gifted families’ for some fun, facts, feasting and family time…….it is not often a chance like this comes along – no ‘gifted topic’ will be taboo……no worries about kids (or parents) behaving ‘giftedly’….ha ha ha 

A chance to share stories, ideas and learn more about the often winding road that we take in a supportive and understanding environment!

We propose a weekend camp – Saturday morning to Sunday afternoon and will confirm a date and venue when we know how many people will wish to attend.

We will try to keep costs down to the absolute minimum – (definitely no profit will be made).

We would love to see as many families as possible – and would appreciate some feedback on the type of camp you would like to have…..

If you could answer the following questions and also add any other suggestions below – we would be very grateful.

What type of accommodation would you prefer? – camp style/dormitory style/cabin style

Would you prefer predominantly self catering or group catering?

What type of environment would you prefer? – bush/sea side/suburban????

What type of info sessions would you like to have as part of the weekends activities?

What other type of activities would you like to see included?

Can you offer any help in the above areas ie. Food preparation, info sessions, areas of expertise???

Other comments/suggestions:???

Thanks – please send you response by return email to rtaylor@au.drakeintl.com asap! 
Or call 95843164
Rachael Taylor Organiser Resident ‘Gifted Get-Together’ 

Anne Jackson Camp Expert ‘Gifted Get-Together’

WordScope Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Story writing workshops for 6-12 year olds every second week of each term holiday. 

Next workshop April 11-14th in centres throughout Melbourne and Mornington Peninsula. 10-12pm each of the 4 days. All WordScope teachers are qualified teachers and police-checked. 

We also offer Sunday workshops for teenagers and once a term, a Sunday workshop is held for 6-12 y.o. 

A $100 first prize is on offer for under 15's in the STORY WRITING COMPETITION which closes June 30th. 

Information on the website or phone 5964 4628. 

Mariette Buckle 

ON-LINE GIFTED CONFERENCE 

March 22 - 27, 2005 
"Organizing Your School Community in Support of Differentiation for the Gifted Learner," Sally M. Becker, guest expert, on-line conference 

http://orion.neiu.edu/~ourgift/ 


SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

Big list of classroom management tips 

http://www.newtownprimary.tased.edu.au/TeacherResources/Behaviour/big_list_of_classroom_man.htm 

Chatterbots 

http://www.simonlaven.com/ 

Filiamentality 

http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/index.html 

Gifted site links lists 

http://www.aaegt.net.au/eddept-links.html 

http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/gifted/Resources/index.htm 

http://members.westnet.com.au/sojourner/daybreak/gift.html 

IHMC Concept maps 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Mars climate orbiter team finds likely cause of loss 

http://mars3.jpl.nasa.gov/msp98/news/mco990930.html 

Six Thinking Hats 

http://www.debonogroup.com/6hats.htm 

http://www.naturalmaths.com.au/Settings/six_hats.htm
http://www.naturalmaths.com.au/Settings/activities_2.htm 

Stuart University (Bathurst) is providing free access to their
telescope for school students across Australia during the StarFest 2005
school astronomy week (March 10 - 18).
The specific page from which the manual can be downloaded is:
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Teacher-Developed Mysteries 

http://www.newtownprimary.tased.edu.au/TeacherResources/teacherResources.htm#mysteries 

VSG Enrichment (was previously Virtual School for the Gifted) 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Virtual teacher 

http://www.virtualteacher.com.au/ 

Young & Brilliant Blessed & Cursed 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
RESOURCES FOR SALE FROM GIFTED RESOURCES 

Ready Ed - 

Easter Online 26.70 

Writing the news 27.45 

Elevator to success 26.50 

Its about time 22.95 

Hawker Brownlow Education 

Chi square, pie charts and me 35.95 

Challenges - Research 11.95 

Learning Ladder have launched a new catalogue which can be browsed on-line at http://www.learningladder.com.au/ 

FUND RAISING
Gifted Resources is a not-for-profit organisation and operates on a shoe
string budget. Sale of resources and consultation fees help to keep us
afloat. We participate in Zagami's Croydon IGA Community Chest program. Donations are always welcome. 

DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North
Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9727 4662
Email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Email newsletter : gifres@virtual.net.au 
