GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2006 
 
Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  
 
You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please go to http://giftedresources.org/mailman/listinfo/newsletter_giftedresources.org and subscribe. 
If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter you can unsubscribe at this address also.
 

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category.
It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 
 
You can also read this newsletter online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives4.html
and previous issues from January 2005 No 1  can be read at  http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html 
If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au
 
GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
Gifted Resources is an Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in.
See What is Gifted Resources? http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/grislike1.html
 

WORTH HIS WEIGHT IN GOLD!
Our youngest son's best friend, Jamie Tarling, gave Gifted Resources a great 'geek gift' for a New Year present. At first it was simply an easy to remember domain name for our website; so that if you type in giftedresources.org you will be forwarded directly to our website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html
This turned out to be a wonderful provision when vicnet was was having some outage problems on the mc2 site and only part of our website was available. Jamie was able to issue an explanation and redirection for me
Then, even better, Jamie set up the new automated newsletter service for me. This will save me many hours of work and will be more convenient for you also. It will also now be possible to subscribe to the email newsletter from the website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/newsandsites.html
 
OPENING TIMES
I am usually in the Gifted Resources office on weekdays from 11.00am - 4.00pm except when my work takes me to other places or unless an appointment has been made for another time. It is always wise to phone or email before coming. See contact details below.
 
 Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:
 
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on  Wednesday 1 February, 1 March, 5 April, 3 May
 
 
BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 
Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm
Contact Julie 9585 2680
Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.
Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325
Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137
www.byams.org 
 
FROM TINA McCARTHY
POSSIBLE NEW GROUP FOR WESTERN SUBURBS
WANTED: Inner city and western suburbs gifted kids and families!
I am the mother of a gifted visual spatial 7 year old and have for some time 
recognised the need for a support group for gifted kids, visual spatial kids 
etc and their families in the inner city and western suburbs of Melbourne. 
If you too feel this way, then please contact me on the email or mobile 
below. I am interested in finding others who would like to start a group - 
the group may take the shape of more formal sessions with "experts" we 
invite in, or maybe it is just a group where we as parents can discuss the 
trials and celebrations of parenting the gifted, and even better, our kids 
may find some "like-minded" friends who actually live close by! We won't 
know until we have a group of interested people and find out what we all 
want and need.
Tina McCarthy - email: tmacdesign@optusnet.com.au or mobile: 0412 993 650 
 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST- ESSENDON AREA AND SURROUNDS:
As the mother of 2 highly able young children, I am interested in setting up an informal pre-school playgroup to serve the children-and parents-of the inner north-west region, in the vein of those in existence in other regions.  Is there anybody out there?
Please register your interest with Carolyn on mct1000@optusnet.com.au, or call 93790304.

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Secretary; Angela Shlansky
Ph 03) 55629956
ashlansk@bigpond.net.au  
Next meeting is the 15th Feb at Maceys bistro.
March meeting is the 29th due to school holidays. 

 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 
A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria
For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.
 
V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact
P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162
Phone  0402 056 140 Email info@vagtc.asn.au 
 

DIMENSIONS PARENTS FORUMS
Dimensions - Enrichment and extension at Billanook College
An opportunity for parents to meet, share, explore, and learn. 
Meeting Dates 2006 Thursdays: 16th February an Introduction to Dimensions for new Parents 18th May 10th August 26th October All Welcome.  RSVP is essential 
Contact the Dimensions Co-ordinator, Emma Cornish Telephone: 9724 1158 or email emma.cornish@billanook.vic.edu.au    
 
 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDUCATION ACT
The government released a white paper on 15th September which can be read in its entirety at www.det.vic.gov.au. From that page, select Review of Education and Training Legislation White Paper.
The exposure draft can be downloaded at: 
http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/papers.htm#H2N400042
 
Implications for Home Education
The Home Education Network in Victoria have been monitoring this and their 
recommendations can be found at 
http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/About/proposedchanges.htm
A copy of the Home Education Network submission can be read at 

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/shared_files/HEN_submission_regarding_exposure_draft1.pdf
 
ONLINE OPINION FORUM 
http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/

 HYPERLINK "" \t "_blank" 
To become a member  http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/create-account.asp
Article by Susan Wight  'Home education can help prevent bullying' http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=3977
Debate on the article http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=3977
Article Nice move, Ms Kosky by Susan Wight
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=4066
Discussion on the article
http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=4066
 
OUR GIFTED ONLINE CONFERENCE
The next conference on OGTOC - Our Gifted Online Conferences will be 
Emotional Giftedness with guest expert Annemarie Roeper, Ed.D. 

Short Description of Topic
Gifted children are not only cognitively different, but also 
emotionally. This is a fact that is not generally known. They are 
often extremely knowledgeable about both spiritual and natural areas 
of life. One of their outstanding characteristics, which partially 
grows from this great amount of knowledge is their sensitivity. They 
have an enormous sense of justice and often come into difficulties 
over it. Because of all of this they have difficulties fitting into 
a regular classroom and often need their parents' support, both 
actually and emotionally more than other children. It is most 
rewarding and challenging to be a parent of a gifted child. For 
these reasons, I am inviting both your comments and questions about 
this subject. 
Schedule 
February 13
Day One: Emotional Giftedness 
Annemarie Roeper will respond to emails beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time 
February 14
Day Two: Emotional Giftedness 
Annemarie Roeper will respond to emails beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time
February 15
Day Three: Emotional Giftedness 
Annemarie Roeper will respond to emails beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time

Pre-Conference Reading - No pre-conference reading is required
Conference Reading - No conference reading is required

http://www.neiu.edu/~ourgift/index.html
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OGTOC/
 

LATIN AT ALIA COLLEGE 
Alia College will be offering Latin Language Studies to both adults and youngsters who are not students at Alia.
A Latin Language Introductory Session will be run on
Saturday 18th Feb 2006 from 2:30 pm to 4pm.
Venue: Alia College 466 Barkers Rd Hawthorn East 3123 [Melways ref: 45 G9]
Separate sessions will be available for adults and school students.
The cost for the Session is $5 payable on the day for both adults and
students.
If you have any questions contact Bob Morgan on 9817 2066 or 0404 019 882.
To  RVSP or contact : info@alia.vic.edu.au as soon as possible.
The Latin Language Course at Alia College has been particularly 
successful.Students have elected Latin more frequently than any other language at the
school.Website: www.alia.vic.edu.au 

 
AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE  
GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES
The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 
For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au/
 
AAEGT CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS
 The Conference organising committee would like to invite interested professionals in the Gifted Education area to submit abstracts for interactive workshops (80 minutes), seminars/papers (40 minutes), round table discussions (40 minutes) and poster presentations.  Due date 18 March 2006.  Details can be found on www.gifted2006.org.au
 

TRAVEL TO AAEGT CONFERENCE
Pat Slattery of Wise Ones is organizing a group booking for travel to Fremantle which should reduce the cost. If you are interested in taking advantage of this, contact Pat by phone on 9794 8258 or email patwise@tpg.com.au
 
DEPRESSION PREVENTION - LIFE STRATEGIES PROGRAM
Psychologist Sally-Anne McCormack is running a pilot of her program to help prevent depression in children and adolescents in Blackburn. The course runs for six weeks on Wednesdays or Saturdays and costs $180 See http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au/ 
Phone:  (03) 9893 3229
Email sally-anne@optusnet.com.au 
 

SCIENCE EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES
STAV  http://www.stav.vic.edu.au/home 
STAV Science Talent Search  http://www.stav.vic.edu.au/home/studentactivities/sts 
Future Problem Solvers http://www.fpsp.org.au/ 
Siemans Science Experience http://www.scienceexperience.com.au/ 
Monash Science Centre http://www.sci.monash.edu.au/msc/ 
CSIRO Double Helix club http://www.csiro.au/helix/ 
http://www.csiro.au/helix/teachers_schools/index.shtml 
CREST http://www.csiro.au/crest/ 
Access Academix http://www.academix.com.au/ 
Australian Society for Medical research http://www.asmr.org.au/mrw/P2005.html 
The Zoo Education Program http://www.zoo.org.au/education/ 
The Melbourne Aquarium http://www.melbourneaquarium.com.au/ 
Melbourne Museum  http://melbourne.museum.vic.gov.au/siteindex.asp 
http://melbourne.museum.vic.gov.au/education/resources.asp 
http://melbourne.museum.vic.gov.au/education/teacher_pd.asp 
Scienceworks http://scienceworks.museum.vic.gov.au/ 
The Planetarium http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/planetarium/ 
Astronomical Society of Victoria  http://www.asv.org.au/ 
Robotics http://www.robotics.com.au/ 
Wild action - the zoo comes to you http://www.wildaction.com.au/ 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria http://home.vicnet.net.au/~fncv/ 
Online courses and teaching materials
VSG Enrichment (was Virtual School for the Gifted)  http://www.vsg.edu.au/ 
World Builders http://curriculum.calstatela.edu/courses/builders/ 
http://oldsite.vislab.usyd.edu.au/vrml/repository.html 
Zome http://www.ozpod.com/zome/ 
Free teaching materials available from
Dantec Dynamics http://www.dantecdynamics.com/Education/ 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/ 
Hoagies free online teaching materials http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/online_texts.htm 
Hoagies software http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/software.htm 
Gifted Resources Education sites lists scroll down to sciences http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/Education_Internet_sites_2.htm.tmp 
 

G.A.T.E.WAYS - WHATS ON IN EARLY 2006? 
The Eureka Program: The theme for Term 1 is EXTREMES! Grades 1, 2 and 3 will rotate 

through 3 workshops about extremes in the natural world – ‘Believe It Or Not!’; Grades 4, 5 and 

6 will rotate through 3 workshops based on the extremes of which the human brain is capable – 

‘It’s All in the Mind’. Schools hosting this program are: Fitzroy PS; Parktone PS, Highvale PS; Strathcona; Billanook College and Mt Gate PS. 
Children attend for one day only.
Journeys Programs: Children attend 2 full days . 
Schools hosting the programs are Doncaster PS (Grade 1/2 literature; Grade 3/4 Sci/Technology; 

Grade 5/6 Science), Brunswick Nth PS (G1/2 Maths; G3/4 Strategies in Chess; G5/6 Physics), 

Burwood Height PS (G1/2 Technolgy; G3/4 History; G5/6 Robotics) Hampton PS ( G1/2 

Technology; G3/4 Sleep; G5/6 Maths), Northcote PS (G1/2 Science; G3/4 Poetry; G5/6 Art), 

Research PS (G1/2 Maths G3/4 Zoology; G5/6 Anthropology) Fitzroy (G1/2 Literature; G3/4 

Astronomy; G5/6 cross curricular mystery) 
On Location Programs: Grade 5/6 children attend two full days: ‘Hot Hits’ and ‘The Science of 

Sound’ at the Alfred Brash Soundhouse, ‘Take 5’ at the Australian Centre For the Moving 

Image, ‘Dungeons, Drains and Discovery’ – based at the St Kilda Library and environs. Grade 

3/4 attend two full days: Dream Catchers at Creation Cottage in Malvern 
The Brainwaves Club: This club program operates once a fortnight on a Saturday afternoon at 

Highvale PS in Glen Waverley. 
Clubs include science/maths/technology (Dinomites at G1/2, SciSpies at G3/4, Einsteins at G5/6) and creative/performing/language arts (Munchkins at G1/2/3 and Apprentices at G4/5/6). Limited availability. 
Parent Information Evenings: ‘The Gifted/Highly Able Child – an Introduction’ and ‘Meeting the 

Needs of the Gifted/Highly Able Child at Home and at School. 
These evening seminars address some of the typical questions asked by parents new to the field of the gifted child and gifted education. 
To be held at Sacré Coeur in Glen Iris Feb 20 & April 3; Parktone PS Feb 22 & April 12; Doncaster PS March 6 & April 24.
If you are interested in Eureka, Journeys or On Location programs please speak to the G.A.T.E.WAYS co-ordinator in your school early in Term 1. 
For The Brainwaves Club and Parent Information Evenings contact G.A.T.E.WAYS on 9894 2116

 

ZOOS VICTORIA E-NEWS
To find out all the exciting things
happening at Zoos Victoria this term and next term, go to:
http://www.zoo.org.au/education/enews/enewsupdate.cfm
Shelley Waldon
Education Officer
(Catholic Education Office Placed Teacher)
Discovery and Learning
Melbourne Zoo 
Ph: 9285 9341
Fax: 9285 9340
Email: swaldon@zoo.org.au
 
HAWKER BROWNLOW EDUCATION
Robin Fogarty Online Courses. 
http://hbe.optin.com.au/a?17e14837-400835.020.003
Dimensions of Learning Conference
9-11 May 2006
http://www.hbe.com.au/Dimensions/Dimensions_conference_06.html
Carolyn Coil Workshops 2006
For details of Carolyn Coil workshops 
email marketassist@hbe.com.au 
 

 

PG RETREAT 2006, DENVER COLORADO
WHERE:  After much research, investigation and discussion, the steering
committee has decided our best available option for the upcoming summer
is to return to the Hyatt Tech Center in Denver. 
WHEN:  PG Retreat 2006 will be held from the evening of Friday, June
30th through the evening of Monday, July 3rd.  There may be optional,
informal on or offsite events during the day on Friday, June 30th
and/or during the day on Tuesday, July 4th  (before/after the gathering
officially begins/ends).
ROOM RESERVATIONS:  We will let you know as soon as possible what the
retreat room rates will be and when the hotel is prepared to begin
taking reservations.  For those who would like to remain in Denver
through the holiday, the hotel has agreed to extend our discounted room
rates through Wednesday, July 5th.
2007+ PLANNING:  There will be time scheduled during the official PG
Retreat 2006 gathering to solicit input on planning future PG Retreat
events.  We welcome your input and information regarding possible
alternative locations as well as the possibility of modifying other
aspects of the event at that time.  More information on this meeting is
forthcoming.
We will let you know more specific details once such information becomes available.
 
2e NEWSLETTER
To subscribe to the email newsletter briefing, e-mail  E2e@2eNewsletter.com with subscribe in the subject line. 
To subscribe to the full print or PDF versions of 2e Newsletter, go to http://www.2enewsletter.com/to_subscribe.htm, print the subscription form, and fax or mail it with payment. (Six bi-monthly print issues are $45; six electronic issues are $35.) 
Or call: 630.790.2252. Copyright 2006, Glen Ellyn Media, PO Box 582, Glen Ellyn IL 60138-0582.
 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
 

Lab 3000
http://lab.3000.com.au/index.jsp 
 

Monash Short Courses
http://www.shortcourses.monash.edu.au
 

Why Should I Have My Child Tested?
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/why_test.htm
CAPD and the gifted child
http://www.nswagtc.org.au/info/articles/PittelkowCAPD.html
 
The Gagne Differentiated model of giftedness and talent
http://www.nswagtc.org.au/info/definitions/gagnemodel.html
 
Cyber athlete "Fatal1ty”
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/01/19/60minutes/main1220146.shtml
 
Extend Abilities wooden toys
http://www.extendabilities.com.au/
 

Indij Readers
http://www.indijreaders.com.au/
 
The trouble with boys
http://bulletin.ninemsn.com.au/bulletin/site/articleIDs/24E61D35B52D176BCA2570FE007BCBEC
 
Monterey Bay Aquarium webcams
http://www.mbayaq.org/
 
Davidson Institute Educators Guild
http://www.educatorsguild.org/
 
Thatquiz
http://www.thatquiz.com/
 
Hoagies Reading lists of SF and fantasy fiction
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/scifi_fantasy.htm
 
Cosmic colors
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/cosmic/index.shtml#
 
The nine planets
http://www.nineplanets.org/
 
DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.
 
Kind regards,  Jo Freitag
Gifted Resources 
Office
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner
Luther College 
Plymouth Rd
Croydon Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396
A/H     (03) 9724 2008
 
Postal address
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North                                                      
Victoria 3136 
Phone 9727 4662
Mobile 0416 739 233
Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html
Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 
E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
 
 

