GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2006 No 2
 

 

Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  

 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html
You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address.

 

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to add Newsletter@giftedresources.org to the always acceptable category. It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

 

If you receive a notice that your email address has been unsubscribed from the Gifted Resources Newsletter due to bouncing, please see http://www.webopedia.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/BouncedEmail.asp 

Our system currently allows an email address to experience one hard-bounce, or two soft-bounces within a period of 21 days. If this limit is exceeded, your address is automatically removed from the mailing list. 

 

You can also read this newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html
 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email  contributions@giftedresources.org or gifres@virtual.net.au 

 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
Gifted Resources is an non-profit Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in.

See the recently updated What is Gifted Resources? http://www.giftedresources.org/web/about.html
 

Like Christmas again
Boxes, packets and bundles of information are arriving for inclusion in the next edition of the Gifted Resources Information Pack. If you would like your information included please send it to the postal address.

Keeping me busy
At present I am having a great time preparing my presentation for the Tasmanian Conference (details below). In keeping with the theme of the Conference "Doorways to Achievement" my presentation will be titled "Signposts to Cheetah Portals".

I am also working on next term's Church School program about the adventures of Paul.

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
Jamie Tarling my IT guru is preparing further improvements for the website and newsletter

He will put information about the changes on the Gifted Resources Blog when they happen.

See http://www.giftedresources.org/web/blog.html
 

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.html
 

GUEST SPEAKERS
Janette Phelan Choosing the right school for your gifted child
Jo Freitag Choosing to home educate your gifted child

Friday 28 July 2006 7.30 pm
JANETTE PHELAN is a psychologist and senior teacher with a wide range of experience in the field of caring for gifted students. 
Over the past 27 years Janette has worked as a classroom teacher and a specialist in gifted and learning needs within State, Independent and Catholic schools. Has has worked in co-ed, boys' and girls' schools at both secondary and primary levels. 
She has run the Department of Individual Differences at Sacre Coeur and the Da Vinci Program for Gifted Students at Ivanhoe Grammar School. She was responsible for setting up the Lilydale High School Accelerated Learning Program. 
Janette has three children and has contributed to a number of Church and Voluntary Organizations working with adult groups and children. 
Currently Janette is the Learning Needs Co-ordinator at Luther College. 

JO FREITAG 
Jo Freitag, the co-ordinator of Gifted Resources, is the mother of four gifted children. She is a committee member of Maroondah Gifted Children's Parents' Assoc. Inc., and has worked in public and school libraries. 
Jo has home-educated two of her children at secondary level and written programs for Sunday Schools. She develops the Gifted Resources Film Discussion series and produces the Gifted Resources newsletter. 

Venue: Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
email giftedresources@virtual.net.au  

GUEST SPEAKER
Wednesday 30 August 2006 7.30 pm 
Alison Brown Football or fractals? Making friends and developing social skills for gifted children
Playground activities at lunch time and recess very often consist of football for boys, and ‘Saddle Club’ make-believe for girls. When children are not interested in these or other similar activities, they are often left isolated – looking and feeling as though they don’t fit in. The many unique traits of gifted children set them apart from their peers, not only intellectually, but socially and emotionally as well. When some children seem to be able to make friends so easily, why is it such a struggle for many gifted children? Other children seem to know, instinctively, what to do and say in any situation. Why do gifted children so often seem to say ‘just the wrong thing’, or react to situations in an awkward or inappropriate manner? The difficulties many gifted children experience in making friends, or in social interactions is well documented and understood. There are many ways in which we can help with and encourage our children’s interactions with others, however, making social situations both enjoyable and positive experiences.

This presentation addresses the following issues:

· What sets gifted children apart from their peers? 

· Heightened intensities 

· Expectations and perfectionism 

· Tips for making and keeping friends 

· Coping with teasing, bullying and exclusion 

· Compromising / being adaptable 

· Problem solving / decision making / negotiating 

· Practical suggestions and activities for parents and teachers

 

Alison Brown is a registered psychologist, an experienced teacher and a parent. She has presented at a number of state, national and international conferences in the areas of technology, gifted education, and psychology, and has provided extensive consultation and training programs to schools in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Switzerland and Germany. Alison brings experience from both an educational and psychological background. Having taught for seven years at Methodist Ladies’ College, and worked as a school psychologist at Kincoppal-Rose Bay, Sydney, she has first-hand experience in recognising and catering for the social, emotional, and academic needs of students. Alison has been a committee member and Vice President of the Victorian Association for Gifted and Talented Children over six years. She currently runs a private practice in Melbourne, working particularly in the areas of parenting, counselling and gifted children


Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College,Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
email giftedresources@virtual.net.au  

 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS
 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on  Wednesday 5 July, 2 August

 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK (Formerly BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS) 

The name change for the 'Bayside Young Active Minds' group is currently in progress. 'Gifted Support Network' better describes the role the group undertakes. It is planned that the group will be incorporated in term 2 this year. At present the focus for the group has been Bayside, Kingston and Glen Eira council areas but the plan is to expand this as people often travel from as far as the Mornington Peninsula and West Gippsland to attend information evenings.

Primary Minds Meet in the Park

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm

Contact Julie 9585 2680

Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325

www.byams.org 

 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
have now changed their name (subject to approval by the incorporated body) from Warrnambool Area Parent Support Group of Students with Active Minds to Active Minds (SWAM). A motion was passed at the May meeting after voting from members. 

In future the group will be known as Active Minds.
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer  Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

Monthly meetings 2006 - Macey's Bistro 7.30pm

July 19, August 16 September 13 October 18, November 15 Dinner and AGM

August 12-13 G.E.M.M. Weekend at Brauer College

Saturday 12 August 2006 10.00 am - 5.00 pm
GERRIC program
The workshops will contain information on definitions of giftedness and talent; characteristics of gifted children to assist in identification; strategies for preventing underachievement in gifted children; the impact of having a gifted child on family dynamics; some ways in which schools can respond to high ability; and parent advocacy.

It is essential that you register if you are wanting to go as only those registered will be able to attend. Morning and Afternoon tea will be provided. 

For further details contact Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Sunday 13 August

Children's workshops, Gifted Expo and Film Discussion on 'Top Kid" with Jo Freitag

 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm  

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.

 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone  0402 056 140 

Email info@vagtc.asn.au  

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Families who have gifted children or need to know more about giftedness, as they transition through the education systems in different states.

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact  1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au
 

NEW EDUCATION LEGISLATION AND HOME EDUCATION 
The education department have posted a set of frequently asked questions on their website with regards to the new legislation and home education. You can read them here http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/edtrainreform-homeschool_faqs.htm 

Further information on the current process can be read on the DET website at http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/edtrainreform-homeschool.htm 

See also the HEN website at

http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/category/proposed-changes-to-legislation/
 

The school start’ bonus announced in the State budget does apply to home educators. The $150/$300 bonus applies to prep and year seven students of those of equivalent ages. Details are posted details on the HEN website at: 

http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/2006/06/05/the-school-start-bonus-applies-to-home-educators/ 

 

TASMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED INC.
4th Biennial State Conference of the TAG
Doorways to Achievement
A Conference for Teachers & Parents
30 June - 1 July 2006 
Campbell St Primary School Campbell St Hobart Tasmania
TAG invites you to explore the doorways through which lies support for highly able and gifted students 
Keynote speaker : Dr Diana Whitton
Dr Diana Whitton is a senior lecturer in education and head of primary program at University of Western Sydney.  She has taught in primary schools in New South Wales and UK.  She has completed research into creativity, curriculum planning and gifted education and presented her work at local, state, national and international conferences.  Her particular interest is sharing knowledge and skills with classroom practitioners and does so in an interesting and motivating way.  

Dr Whitton has worked collaboratively with many schools in planning and implementing professional development programs in gifted education as well as coordinating workshops for gifted children.  Her workshops are interactive and encourage teachers and parents to consider the many relevant issues relating to teaching gifted children.
 
Hosted by Campbell Primary School, the conference is an initiative of the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted Inc.  TAG is a non-profit, parent based organisation dedicated to promoting awareness of the needs of gifted children, and is affiliated to the Australian Association for the Education of Gifted and Talented (AAEGT).

 

For full details contact

Contact Tasmanian Assoc for the Gifted Inc

GPO Box 1942 Hobart Tas 7001

Phone/ Fax (03) 6227 9746

Email tasgifted@tassie.net.au  

http://www.tasgifted.org.au/
 

NEWS FROM CHIP GEELONG
There will be no Holiday Program at CHIP Geelong this June as Dr Sandra Lea-Wood leaves for New York to be an adjunct professor in the summer program at the City University of New York. This program is an accreditation for New York teachers of the gifted. 

 

BATTLE OF THE BRAINS: Science Olympiad documentary series on ABC TV
Battle of the Brains tells the inside story of the world's toughest teen 
biology competition.
This  four-part documentary series follows the journey of 24 of Australia's 
brightest high school biology students, as they battle it out for just 4 
spots to represent their country at the International  Biology Olympiad in 
Beijing. Find out what it takes to compete against the smartest kids in the 
world! 
Premieres on Thursday June 15 at 8pm on Catalyst, ABC TV.
Study Guide available for Teachers
For more informtaion and Teacher Resources go to: 
www.battleofthebrains.com.au 
 

ALISON BROWN
Making Friends, Social Skills and Parenting Workshops
Making Friends ( 9 – 12 year olds – Girls only) – “The Rainbow Connection”
Making Friends (5 – 8 year olds – Girls only) – “Daisy Chains” 
These programs focus on helping girls mix more easily with their
peers, looking at issues such as approaching others in a positive manner,
joining in without trying to change the rules, looking positive, taking an
interest in others, and compromising. Girls really enjoy the opportunity to
talk to others about similar experiences and through the group setting,
benefit from the understanding, support and encouragement of others in the
group. 

Social Skills (5 – 7 year olds) – “How to Make a Robot” 
Social Skills (8 – 10 year olds) – “Mission to Mars” 

These programs are designed for children who experience
difficulties mixing, communicating and interacting with others. Very often
children seem to miss the social cues and need to learn and rehearse these
skills like an academic exercise. Focusing on Robots and Missions to Mars,
the children have fun learning these skills and relating them to a novel
situation. 
These programs will be running during Term 3 For full details see www.psychologyandchildren.com.au 

 

DIscipline with Dignity Parenting Workshop
DATE: Wednesday, 20th September 2006 

TIME: 7.00 – 9.00pm

VENUE: Melbourne University – Hawthorn Campus (Auburn Road)

COST: $20.00

“Discipline with Dignity” looks at the roles we have as parents and how we can help guide and shape our children in a positive manner. Issues discussed include: expectations &
consequences, praise& rewards, involving children in decision making, developmental and cognitive issues, and self-esteem. 

Alison Brown 
Psychologist 
33 Frater Street, Kew East 3102 
Phone / Fax: (03) 9819 7600 
Mobile: 0408 177982 
Email: alisonbrown@psychologyandchildren.com.au 
www.psychologyandchildren.com.au 

 
QAGTC Children's Conference for Students in Grades 1-10
Robertson State School Brisbane

4-5 July 2006
http://www.qagtc.org.au/cc2006/  

For further information
Email: west@qagtc.org.au
Website: www.qagtc.org.au/cc2006/
Telephone: (07) 3352 4288 Fax: (07) 3352 4388 
 

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE  GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 

For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au 

 

READING FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
Here is part of a reply I sent in answer to an enquiry made via our website.

 

Some great lists of books and reading can be found at
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/levande.htm
http://www.nswagtc.org.au/info/books/
http://www.uniquelygifted.org/childrens_books.htm
http://members.aol.com/tea73/goodbks/Index.html
http://gtworld.org/gtbook.htm 
http://www.kidz-books.net/
http://www.bartleby.com/hc
http://www.greatbooksacademy.org/the_good_books_list.html
Many authors have their own websites or websites dedicated to their books 
and often these have teaching units with them.

Book about Reading for gifted students Literature links
http://www.bookflash.com/media_room/great_potential/literature_links/excerpt.cfm

Gifted readers and reading instruction from ERIC Digest
http://www.ericdigests.org/1996-1/readers.htm

Some reading related activities for gifted
http://www.eddept.wa.edu.au/Gifttal/activities/myths.htm
http://www.eddept.wa.edu.au/Gifttal/activities/creative2.htm
http://www.eddept.wa.edu.au/Gifttal/activities/storytime.htm
http://www.rms.org/primary.htm

ReadyEd has some workbooks with reading related activities see our new 
website at http://www.giftedresources.org/ select Resources for Sale on left 
sidebar then ReadyEd catalogue
Hawker Brownlow has similar books - one which springs to mind is Books to 
ideas- A community of inquiry
http://www.hbe.com.au/hbe/Dialogs/ItemDetails.asp?ItemId=847
SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 
 

Ask the Cognitive Scientist : Do Visual, Auditory, and Kinesthetic Learners Need Visual, Auditory, and Kinesthetic Instruction?

http://www.aft.org/pubs-reports/american_educator/issues/summer2005/cogsci.htm
 

Word sandwich - an online word game 

http://www.wordsandwich.com/
 

Davidson Institute : Acceleration What we do vs What we know by K. Rogers & R Kimpston

http://www.gt-cybersource.org/Record.aspx?NavID=2_0&rid=11413
 

Eepybird science - Mentos and soda geysers

http://eepybird.com/science1.html

Eide Neurolearning Blog

http://www.eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/
 

 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

 

Kind regards,  Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources 

Office

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396

 

Postal address

1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North                                                      
Victoria 3136 

Phone (03) 9727 4662

 

Website www.giftedresources.org  

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au  

