GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2007 
Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address. 

You can also read the newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email contributions@giftedresources.org 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

NEW OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

During the holidays Luther College upgraded their phone system. 

Gifted Resources now has a direct line on 9724 2452 and you can leave voice mail there which I can receive at home via my email. 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
The primary email address will now be jo@giftedresources.org and the email address for the newsletter will be contributions@giftedresources.org 

The virtual.net.au addresses will be phased out 

RITCHIES IGA COMMUNITY BENEFITS
Gifted Resources is participating in the Ritchies IGA Community Benefits scheme. To give Gifted Resources benefit every time you shop for groceries ask at any Ritchies IGA for a Community Benefits card and nominate Gifted Resources Number 90417 

RECENT ADDITIONS TO GIFTED RESOURCES LIBRARY
Reference COIL Carolyn Teacher's toolbox Integrating instruction & units for Society and Environment Rev Ed Melb HBE c.1999 KERR Barbara A handbook for counselling the gifted & talented Melb HBE c1999 KNIGHT Bruce Allen & BAILEY Stanley Parents as lifelong teachers of the gifted Melb HBE c1997 WILLIAMS Katha Decker Images of greatness: Understanding giftedness through eminent people (Autonomous Learner Guide series) Melb HBE c.1989 For loan PARKER Judy School provision for gifted students Resource sheets for parents and teachers Melb HBE c.1997 

OUR WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
A new section Biorama (See below) is Under Construction 

Events have been added in the Events section and additions made to the Funding page 

More categories have been added in the website lists section 

There is a link to my Ednews interview from the About Us page 

There have also been additions made to my personal website http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/index.htm 
A new Church School Program 'Praiselife' has been added to the Church School Programs. It is is a 9 week program focussing on Prayer and Praise which I wrote for our church and we used last term.It is presented in a format that resembles a TV lifestyle program like Better Homes & Gardens 

The Links page has been revamped and some additions have been made to my Home page 

BIORAMA 
Biorama will be a collection of short potted biographies of people who have influenced understanding or provided service in the field of giftedness. 

A Biorama Bio would include a short paragraph about the person and, if possible, a small photo. It could also include links to the person's website or to websites where their articles can be read and contact details if they wish to include them.
Who would you like to see included in the Biorama? 

Please do not be shy about sending me your biography and please do not be discouraged if I have not put your name on the list already. There are so many wonderful people contributing to this field - I am sure I have only added a small fraction so far!
Please email your suggestions and nominations and contact email of the person, if known. to jo@giftedresources.org 

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS 

VISUAL SPATIAL LEARNERS – AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STARJUMP VSL LITERACY PROGRAM CD
Friday 25th May at 7:30pm.
Registration from 7.00pm
Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College
Plymouth Rd. Croydon, Vic 3134

Presenter : Maxine Cowie

Maxine Cowie established Starjump – The Centre for Visual Spatial Learners in 1993. She began her study into this area in the early 80’s, when she was involved in Aboriginal Education on Cape York Peninsular. It was understood then that Aboriginal people were in fact gifted in the areas of visual spatial cognition and yet we had failed in our attempts to find a successful way to teach literacy to this group of children.
After a decade of involvement in Aboriginal & Islander Education, Maxine worked as a Special Needs Teacher in a rural community in Queensland. There she found 10-15% of non-indigenous students had similar difficulties with learning to read, write and spell. Many of these children were incredibly bright but simply could not learn easily in the classroom. It was during Maxine’s time working in that context, that she began to look for different solutions to these problems. 
Three years later she established Starjump in Melbourne and has been independently refining her understanding and practice of teaching literacy to visual spatial learners. As a consequence, she has developed a program, now available on CD, for students to work on in the classroom or at home. The program encompasses everything Maxine knows about the cognitive processing of visual spatial learners. It has proven to be very successful with the students she works with on a private basis. Now she wants to determine its usefulness in a classroom setting. 
Swinburne University Vice Chancellor Dr Barbara Van Ernst joined the Starjump steering committee last year and has initiated a pilot study to be conducted to formally evaluate the effectiveness of the Starjump, VSL-CD Literacy Program. Dr Arda Cunningham is supervising the project. The pilot study to gather preliminary data for analysis has just begun.
The Information Evening will give information for teachers and parents about Maxine’s work with Visual Spatial Learners and provide an Introduction to the VSL-CD Literacy Program 

Cost: $10

Booking essential. Phone (03) 9724 2452 and leave a voicemail message or email jo@giftedresources.org 

THE CHEETAH ANALOGY 
Friday 27 July 2007 7.30pm
Registration from 7.00pm
Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College
Plymouth Rd. Croydon, Vic 3134 

DIANNE GORDON
Education Officer Melbourne Zoo Discovery and Learning 
Dianne will speak about cheetahs, about the role of the zoos in cheetah conservation and about the Education programs and the Holiday programs that are offered by the 3 Victorian zoos.
One of her roles at Melbourne Zoo Discovery and Learning is to develop and coordinate the programs for gifted and high potential students and she will discuss how teachers can utilise these programs
JO FREITAG 
Gifted Resources Co-ordinator
will discuss the analogy of the cheetah to the gifted student and how the cheetah analogy can be extended to debunk various myths surrounding giftedness
Cost: $10
Booking essential. Phone (03) 9724 2452 and leave a voicemail message or email jo@giftedresources.org or use the form on the Events page of Gifted Resources website

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 2 May, 7 June 

If you have suggestions for family activities, guest speakers, etc. for 2007 please phone or email Jennifer or Louise. 

PO Box 1279 
Croydon Vic 3136 
Contact Jennifer Grant 
Phone 9779 4218 
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe 
Phone 9801 2912 
louise_h@tpg.com.au 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK 

(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS) 

Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with gifted children: 

* "Mini Minds" - weekly activities for preschoolers 

* "Primary Minds" - fortnightly activities for primary school aged children and their parents 

* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term 

* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted 

* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child 

* Comprehensive members library 

* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles 

For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org 

or phone Carolyn (9576 5137) 

P.O. Box 2808 Cheltenham, 3192 

Email address is gifted-support@hotmail.com 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624 

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria 

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website. 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 
Contact 

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162 

Phone 0402 056 140 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html 

V.A.G.T.C. CONFERENCE 2007
Head & Heart
Telstra Dome
Docklands Melbourne
Wed 14-Thursday 15 November 2007
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/conf_intro.htm 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/pdf/07%20conf%20pdfs/VAGTC%20Conf%20Announcement.pdf 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Force families who have members with 
special needs, including giftedness & talent. DSNSG provides support and 
information for Defence families posted throughout Australia and overseas 

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact 1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au 

NSW Assoc. for Gifted and Talented Children Albury-Wodonga Support Group 

A recently formed group of parents who meet bi-monthly to share information related to the education of G & T children. 

For more information phone (02) 60591888 

POSITION VACANT at GERRIC - short-term in the first instance but with the possibility of a longer-term contract.

The staff member who has been coordinating the January and July programs
for gifted and talented students, is leaving GERRIC. They are seeking a
short-term replacement to start as soon as possible and continue through 
to Friday July 20th. During that time they will be advertising the
position for a longer-term contract and the temporary incumbent would be
welcome to apply.
The details are as follows:
The Gifted Education Research, Resource and Information Centre (GERRIC)
wishes to employ a temporary full time co-ordinator of their Gifted 
Student Programs who will deliver the July 2007 programs, Poppyseeds, Small Poppies, Junior Scientia and Scientia Challenge.

This is a full-time temporary position at HEW Level 6. The continuing
fixed contract position will be advertised during this period and the
temporary applicant may also apply for this when advertised.

The appointee will be an excellent administrator. Excellent written and
oral communication skills, sound judgement, proven project management
skills against tight and multiple deadlines, ability to manage short-term
junior casual staff, personal initiative and meticulous attention to 
detail are essential, as is an interest in gifted education and service delivery
to gifted students.
The position reports to the Centre's Manager.

If you are interested and would like further details contact Miraca Gross on m.gross@unsw.edu.au 
or phone (02) 9385 1972 as soon as possible and certainly by close of business on Monday 30th April.

HAWKER BROWNLOW CONFERENCES FOR 2007 

4TH Annual Thinking & Learning Conference 

TEACHERS AT WORK 

8-10 MAY 2007 

The Heath Caulfield Racecourse Melbourne 

For full details see www.hbe.com.au/TAW.html 

or phone on +61 (3) 8558 2444. 

Dr Spencer and Laurie Kagan 
Australian Workshop Tour in April/May 2007. 
For information see www.hbe.com.au/kagan.html 
ALISON BROWN 
Boys' Social Skills Program 

An 8 week social skills program for boys has now been finalised for second
term, running on Saturday afternoons. This program is designed for boys in
regular schools who experience some difficulties with social skills such as
communication issues, reading body language and facial expressions,
understanding how to join in appropriately, and coping with change. Many of
these characteristics are typical of children with Aspergers. Providing a
social setting in which to teach, rehearse and discuss these skills has
proven beneficial for children who seem to have difficulty understanding
many of the rules of social interactions. 

Alison Brown 
Psychologist 
24 Robinson Street, Malvern 3144 
Phone: (03) 9824 6617 
Mobile: 0408 177982 
Website http://www.psychologyandchildren.com.au/


SALLY-ANNE McCORMACK 

Life Strategies Programs Term 2 
Commencing Saturday May 5th. 
This 5 week program is where students learn skills to help them see things optimistically, and learn some ways to prevent (or reduce) stress, anxiety and depression. 

Further information about these programs can be found on http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au 

2007 NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

Susan Wight and I will be presenting a session on Home Educating Gifted Children at the Victorian (Portsea) Conference in June 

For full details of all the dates, venues and speakers for this Conference see 

http://www.nhedconference.com/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1 

CRITICAL AGENDAS CONFERENCE 21-22 MAY 2007 

LYNNE MACKENZIE-SYKES AND PAM BURTON 

How to Meet the Needs of Highly Able and Gifted Students
The International of Brighton, Bay St. Brighton 

Monday 21 May Lynne Mackenzie-Sykes
1. Dancing to a different drummer 

Cognitive complexity, Social and Emotional characteristics, Dabrowski's theories, Emotional Intelligence, Case studies 

2. Acceleration - Real life perspectives 

3. Advocacy - the challenge continues 

Value of teamwork, Powerful partnerships, Teachers as Facilitators 

Tuesday 22 May 2007 Pam Burton 

Planning Curriculum for Highly Able and Gifted Students 

Relevant curriculum models and practical processes to design and implement and assess effective curriculum to meet the needs of highly able and gifted students. 

Models to be developed include Renzulli's Enrichment Triad, Creative Problem Solving and Problem Based Learning 

For full details contact Critical Agendas 

http://www.criticalagendas.com.au/ 

Program enquiries Phone (03) 5229 3728 

I attended a similar Critical Agendas two day program presented by Pam Burton last year and enjoyed the experience immensely. I found it valuable because of the wealth of knowledge and experience of the presenter, the excellent copious handout materials and the opportunity for discussion between teachers as to the practical implications of the strategies we were discussing. 

DIMENSIONS PROGRAM 

BILLANOOK COLLEGE
Dimensions is the Enrichment and Extension Program at Billanook College
hold regular Parents Forums and you are welcome to attend.
Dimensions Parents Forum May 31, 7.30pm
"Discipline with Dignity - One Step Ahead"
Discipline Strategies for Gifted Children
Presenter: Alison Brown, Psychologist
"Discipline with Dignity - One Step Ahead" is an information seminar for
parents of gifted children, looking at ways in which we can fulfil our role
as parents, guiding and supporting gifted children in a positive, respectful
and dignified manner.

This parent information evening addresses the following issues:
* What sets gifted children apart
* Discipline - 10 Secrets to Success
* The "HOT" issues (parent perspectives)
* Where things can go wrong
- Discipline methods / Behaviour management
- Developmental / Cognitive issues
* Systems that work
* Self-esteem and happiness

RSVP Emma Cornish, Phone 9724 1158 

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY (BENDIGO)
Catering for gifted students in the classroom
Two day workshop with Prof.Karen Rogers GERRIC Uni of NSW
Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th June. 2007
Venue School of Education, Faculty of Education
La Trobe University
Edwards Rd. Bendigo Campus
Details are here http://www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren/conference.html 
Convenor : Pam Lyons
Email : p.lyons@latrobe.edu.au 
Phone (03) 5444 7441
Mobile 0421 643 478

CHIP GEELONG 
CARTOONING WORKSHOP 23 June 2007
Bradfield Dumpleton renowned cartoonist is visiting Victoria for a week only and will present a workshop on Saturday 23 June 2007
Bradfield Dumpleton is a professional artist & creative mentor with skills in many areas of the Arts (cartoon art, graphic design, illustration, publishing, painting, music, performance & writing). He has over 20 years experience in freelance illustration & graphic design, and much of his work is focused on creative education, mentoring children & youth, and community arts projects.

Bradfield has been offering his dynamic hands-on cartoon-drawing workshops to children & adults of all ages for over 15 years. He has designed creative programs for schools, holiday programs, festivals, youth projects, gifted education & special education. His step-by-step approach, loaded with inspiration & humour, makes drawing fun & accessible for everyone no matter what their skill-level. Participants learn many so-called advanced techniques without even realising it; they're too busy enjoying themselves! 
This workshop is suitable for ALL AGES and you will need to bring pencils and a rubber.
Time: 10.00-1.00 (3 hours)
Place: Highton Primary School 
218 Roslyn Road.
Cost: $35
RSVP: 0407320043 sleawood@bigpond.net.au
THINKING AHEAD W.A.
One Day Gifted Conference 20 August 2007
The Making a Difference: Gifted Children in the Classroom 
one day gifted conference 
See http://www.thinkingahead.com.au 
WiseOnes 
Annual Conference Friday 26th October.
The topics are yet to be decided but the sessions will be run as if they were WiseOnes lessons; so teachers can get the feel of participation in a gifted class. It promises to be challenging in pace, complexity and dealing with abstract principles to cover aspects of Intellectual, Moral and Social issues. 

For further details contact Pat Slattery 

Suite 17, 245 Thomas Street Dandenong Vic 3175 
Phone 03 9794 8258 
Email Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) 
54th Annual Convention 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
November 7-11, 2007.
The theme of the conference is "Igniting Ideas and Innovations in Gifted Education." .
The NAGC Convention program is divided into a number of strands, or
topics of interest, which are generally related to NAGC's 14 content
area divisions. In addition to these fourteen areas, this year there is
a strand focused on math and science as well as a New "International"
strand for presenters residing outside the United States. This
"International" strand was created to provide a more international
appeal to the conference 
Del Siegle, NAGC Conference Program Chair 

For further details see 

http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1302 

V.A.G.T.C. CONFERENCE 2007
Head & Heart
Telstra Dome
Docklands Melbourne
Wed 14-Thursday 15 November 2007
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/conf_intro.htm 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/pdf/07%20conf%20pdfs/VAGTC%20Conf%20Announcement.pdf 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

Rosemary Cathcart

http://www.reachgifted.org.nz/index.html 

Gifted is as gifted does 

http://www.reachgifted.org.nz/articles/gifted_is_as_gifted_does.pdf 

Dr Liza Cardona's educational blogspot 

http://smartkidspr.blogspot.com/ 
Parents Online 

http://www.parentsonline.com.au/ 

Washington Post article about labelling students
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/02/23/AR2007022301785.html 

Verizon Thinkfinity 

http://www.thinkfinity.org/home.aspx 

Cybersafe schools 

http://www.netalert.net.au/03711-CyberSafe-Schools.asp 

Back copies of Vision newsletter
http://vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/newsletter.htm 

SMH article Raising a child genius 
http://www.smh.com.au/news/parenting/raising-a-child-genius/2007/03/26/1174761335932.html 

If you liked snowflake maker 

http://snowflakes.barkleyus.com/ 

you'll love this one

http://www.popularfront.com/snowdays/index.html 


DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Gifted Resources 

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Phone (03) 9724 2452 

Postal address 

PO Box 229
Croydon 
Victoria 3136 

Phone (03)9876 1349 

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email Jo Freitag jo@giftedresources.org
Newsletter e-mail contributions@giftedresources.org 

